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Long COVID smell loss linked to changes in the brain 

 

“People living with long COVID who suffer from loss of smell show different patterns of 
activity in certain regions of the brain, a new study led by UCL researchers has found. 
The research used MRI scanning to compare the brain activity of people with long COVID 
who lost their sense of smell, those whose smell had returned to normal after COVID 
infection, and people who had never tested positive for COVID-19.” 
 
 

For the First Time, HHS Is Making Ownership Data for All 
Medicare-Certified Hospice and Home Health Agencies Publicly 
Available 

 

“The Biden-Harris Administration has made promoting competition and protecting 
consumers a top priority. Today, in support of the President’s Executive Order on 
promoting competition and the Administration’s commitment to transparency, the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is releasing ownership data for all 
Medicare-certified hospice and home health agencies. For the first time, anyone can now 
review detailed information on the ownership of more than 6,000 hospices and 11,000 
home health agencies certified to participate in the Medicare program on the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) website." 
 
 

4 Dead in Ongoing Bacterial Outbreak at Seattle Hospital 
 

"Over the last six months, 31 patients at Seattle-based Virginia Mason Medical Center 
have been infected with Klebsiella pneumoniae and four have since died, NPR affiliate 
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KUOW reported April 25. Klebsiella pneumoniae is a bacteria commonly found in 
healthcare settings that is antibiotic resistant. It can cause pneumonia, meningitis and 
wound or bloodstream infections." 
 
 

Risk of Death in Patients Hospitalized for COVID-19 vs. Seasonal 
Influenza in Fall-Winter 2022-2023 

 

"In the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic, 2 US studies suggested that people 
hospitalized for COVID-19 had nearly 5 times the risk of 30-day mortality compared with 
those hospitalized for seasonal influenza. Since then, much has changed, including 
SARS-CoV-2 itself, clinical care, and population-level immunity; mortality from influenza 
may have also changed. This study assessed whether COVID-19 remains associated 
with higher risk of death compared with seasonal influenza in fall-winter 2022-2023." 
 
 

Indiana System Freezes Hiring, Will Reduce pay for Workers  

 

"South Bend, Ind.-based Beacon Health System has instituted a hiring freeze and will 
reduce hourly pay for many contracted workers, according to an internal letter sent to 
staff obtained by NPR member station WVPE.  The reduction in pay is slated to begin in 
late May, according to the letter." 
 
 

Mpox outbreak was wake-up call for smallpox preparation, 
vaccine maker Bavarian Nordic says 

 

“The maker of the mpox vaccine is looking at ways to dramatically scale up its production 
capacity to prepare for a potential threat from smallpox.” 
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