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What's New with Blue? 

Thank You for Showing Your Support on 

#WearBlueDay 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI1MTM1NTY0NTAiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9ESFNCbHVlQ2FtcGFpZ24iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.CDNqXRAQh103zoIgqTIxlBVMg8QtuuBoJqDlh9woD84
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI4OTYyNjc1MyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vYmx1ZWNhbXBhaWduLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.3Ss7ul-3fRbSI5oODw0jI_ey9S5fOFda4KN2EjDf5pI
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwOSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjUyOTg1MDY0MSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pbnN0YWdyYW0uY29tL2Roc2JsdWVjYW1wYWlnbi8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.g0lD_rR33GRsnWje3Vc3SuLeRFta6BmAEb-STcSIid8
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjMzODAyODMyIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRocy5nb3YvYmx1ZS1jYW1wYWlnbiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.H73m_ccbtTY8PhWSXZTmH-fJFs9x_BUgOSxM6rUJqek


This #WearBlueDay was one for the books, and 

Blue Campaign would like to extend a message 

to everyone involved: Thank you! All over the 

United States, participants showed their support 

on Wednesday, January 11 by sporting their 

favorite blue clothing and sharing photos and 

videos alongside the hashtag #WearBlueDay. 

Throughout the month of January, the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Blue 

Campaign and its partners highlighted a variety 

of resources to help raise awareness of human 

trafficking, and participants across the nation 

took the first step toward saving a life by learning more about the crime and how to get their 

communities involved. 

The conversation doesn’t end at the conclusion of National Human Trafficking Prevention 

Month (HTPM). Make sure to follow Blue Campaign on social media (@DHSBlueCampaign 

on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram) for the latest information. 

 

BLI Corner 

BLI Hosts Intersections of Human Trafficking and 

International Aviation Roundtable 

On January 18, the Blue Lightning Initiative (BLI) hosted an ‘Intersections of Human 

Trafficking and International Aviation Roundtable’ at the American Association of Airport 

Executives (AAAE) building with a goal of educating and motivating international airlines to 

expand their anti-trafficking efforts. In addition to BLI and benefits of partnership, 

participants discussed combating human trafficking internationally in the aviation industry. 

BLI Recognizes HTPM by Hosting In-Person Aviation 

Summit 

On January 26, BLI, in coordination with the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and 

DHS Component Agency, Customs and Border Protection (CBP), hosted an in-person 

‘Combating Human Trafficking in Aviation’ summit at DHS Headquarters to raise awareness 

of human trafficking in the aviation sector. The summit, which was attended by 176 BLI 

partners and aviation industry professionals, discussed human trafficking in aviation and 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwNCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI1MTM1NTY0NTEiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pTWCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.9C7Kzo1nu6Np1JFsApXbjMBIV9jIvI6uyl89d6BVMvg
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwNSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI0MTQ2ODQzMDkiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1o0ciIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.hy8nWi1aRUhteM0lB2kX3iMz8qwmAu8VjqEU3n-hQQ4
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwNiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjMzODc4MjgwNyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5LzJ0NXdVSGEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.9teUPGM6rFTmJDul83wW75Jfp4UeEAaLQcwcfNwyEMw
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwNyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQ0MzYwMDgyNSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5LzJQZkNSWUsiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.Yp_n8-VHUcbNUOoXrMQXyFo6UU5BmbiMqKDcOZZTXSs
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwOCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQ2NzcyMzc1MyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5LzJDWWw5cGciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.xhQTs-GysMO1bTZfSYmqSv4Ap0_dvDbEUbJwL59IPq4
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExMCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTMiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pDNCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.rVE28dfV9mM2KEZuMmaEFiNQDhhx1wFDwn0rYdt4kbk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExMCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTMiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pDNCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.rVE28dfV9mM2KEZuMmaEFiNQDhhx1wFDwn0rYdt4kbk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExMSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTUiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL2JpdC5seS8zWHVmNXVEIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDIxNC43MTUyNzE1MSJ9.Rh_CrVfpRqtqwP-zfwgVjsMtpn3CC_z6AC3z8zgNoYg


best practices for combating it. Subject matter expert presentations, partner representative 

panels, lived-experience experts, and more were featured. 

Workers at Boston’s Logan International Airport Train 

to Spot Signs of Human Trafficking 

Frontline workers at Boston’s Logan International Airport recently received BLI training on 

how to spot and stop human trafficking. In an effort to better equip airline employees to help 

potential victims in crisis, Logan Airport staff and law enforcement learned about what 

indicators to look for, reporting information, and more. Read the full story here. 

Sparrow Underscores the Importance of Human 

Trafficking Awareness in Private Aviation 

Sparrow Executive Jets, a charter brokerage based in New Jersey, is acknowledging the 

importance of starting the conversation on an uncomfortable subject: human trafficking in 

private aviation. By partnering with BLI, Sparrow hopes to bring attention to the crime 

outside of commercial aviation, where awareness gaps may exist due to a broader and 

less-vetted consumer base. The partnership is in line with BLI’s commitment to training all 

personnel in aviation settings. Find more information here. 

 

CCHT Corner 

DHS-wide Seminar Hosted by CCHT Brings Experts 

Together, Educates Employees Department-wide 

The 2nd Annual DHS Virtual Human Trafficking Seminar, hosted 

by the DHS Center for Countering Human Trafficking (CCHT) as 

part of Human Trafficking Prevention Month, took place on 

January 24 and 25. The event served as a forum for DHS 

employees to learn about human trafficking and the impact it has 

on victims, how to recognize the indicators of human trafficking, 

and find out more about DHS’s own counter-trafficking programs. 

Topics included: 

• The benefit of interagency cooperation 

• The victim-centered approach 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExMiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTYiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL2JpdC5seS8zRTV2WVZEIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDIxNC43MTUyNzE1MSJ9.sJ4CDlTjtE4vSOEux7rcG-6XtrJHvgzIeyBmMtsX8mI
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExMyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTciLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL2JpdC5seS8zeGc1UTZCIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDIxNC43MTUyNzE1MSJ9.DgjsXplk2XRyMnXnjxDcSa4SOBMo-VBQWGDV9mCMQBY


• Victim psychology and complex trauma 

• Forced labor in the supply chain and the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 

• Combating violence against women 

The event kicked off with a round table discussion of the CCHT, with each of the 

components that comprise the CCHT describing their role in countering human trafficking 

and the resources and skills they bring to the Center. This was followed by a presentation 

on raising awareness of human trafficking in tribes, Tribal Nations, and Indigenous 

communities. The second day included presentations on the Blue Campaign, forced labor in 

the supply chain, and the lived experience of a trafficking survivor. 

“One of the most important things we do at the CCHT is to raise awareness of human 

trafficking and the tools available to combat trafficking crimes and protect victims,” said 

CCHT Director Cardell Morant. “This annual seminar is a unique opportunity to do this 

within our own Department, so that DHS personnel can go out and accomplish their work as 

well-informed employees who are better equipped to contribute to their own roles in our 

counter-trafficking mission.” 

The two-day seminar was attended by hundreds of DHS special agents, officers, program 

managers, analysts, victim assistance specialists, forensic interviewers, and others in DHS 

departmental and component offices around the country with roles in investigating human 

trafficking, providing victim assistance or benefits, identifying and reporting human 

trafficking, or advancing awareness of human trafficking. 

 

From The Field 

HSI Birmingham Investigation Results in Over 60 

years in Prison for Sex Trafficker 

An investigation by Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) Birmingham culminated in a 

sentence of over 60 years in prison for a Montgomery man who trafficked adults and minors 

for commercial sex. In December 2022, Lonnie Dontae Mitchell was sentenced in the 

Middle District of Alabama for having led a violent sex trafficking organization that operated 

throughout Alabama and the southeast. In addition to his prison sentence, he was ordered 

to pay over $950,000 in restitution to his victims. Mitchell will serve an additional 9 years for 

a 2021 conviction as a felon in possession of a firearm discovered during the execution of a 

search warrant by law enforcement including HSI. 

Mitchell was found guilty in June 2022 of offenses related to a scheme whereby he targeted 

adult and minor victims who struggled with drug addictions. He increased their dependency 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTgiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pDbyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.8oWzcvDB2l8xGarE5nRv2QRgxZCYcbOkDOtaFkLkux4
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNTkiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pDMyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.CUlnhQPKQpFrY2TlXTIyJfu7Y4JXmJ0w1HqYXFH9F5Y


on drugs, then manipulated their drug addictions to his benefit by threatening to withhold the 

drugs if his rules were not followed. Mitchell also used violence and threats of violence to 

send embarrassing information, photos, or videos to the victims’ loved ones. He often 

controlled the amount of food the victims ate and when they ate. Mitchell also confiscated 

victims’ identity documents and credit cards in his effort to control them. 

Two co-defendants, Donna Emmons and Nettisia Mitchell, the ringleader’s sister, previously 

pled guilty to conspiracy to commit sex trafficking. They were sentenced to 12 and 10 years, 

respectively. The HSI investigation was conducted jointly with the Alabama Law 

Enforcement Agency, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, and Montgomery Police 

Department. 

More information on this investigation can be found here. 

 

For more information visit the Blue Campaign 

To report suspected human trafficking: 1-866-347-2423 

To get help from the National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888 

or text HELP or INFO to BeFree (233733) 

  

   

 
 

You are subscribed to updates from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Manage Subscriptions  |  Privacy Policy  |  Help 

Connect with DHS: 
Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram  |  LinkedIn  |  Flickr  |  YouTube 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

www.dhs.gov 
 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjI2MzQ4MjcwNjAiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5kaHMuZ292L1pDdyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MjcxNTEifQ.i56jZc9AB2ArOlxbETkMsbfFSaWrXLpKSasu-ihA3ZA
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQyNTg4NDE3OSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5LzJOU0RhSXgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.B6YLE56n1gNdpkE_zJM9lp-xYAifVGSIApjVJat0Qrk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImFmZWluYmVyZ0BnaGEub3JnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMDg1MzYwMjYxIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQyNTg4NDE3OSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5LzJOU0RhSXgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMjE0LjcxNTI3MTUxIn0.B6YLE56n1gNdpkE_zJM9lp-xYAifVGSIApjVJat0Qrk
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHS/subscriber/edit?preferences=true#tab1
https://www.dhs.gov/privacy-policy
https://insights.govdelivery.com/Communications/Subscriber_Help_Center
https://www.dhs.gov/facebook?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/twitter?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/instagram?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/linkedin?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/flickr?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/youtube?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://www.dhs.gov/

